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Geography Policy Document 
At Carnagill School, our curriculum is built around the attitudes and values of independence, 

curiosity, aspiration, commitment, kindness and pride.  Our school motto of ‘Inspiring Bright Futures 

Together’ demonstrates our commitment to developing the whole child so that they can succeed 

in life. Mental health and well-being is a key driver in restoring our school community after the 

disruption of the pandemic.  

 

Intent 

 

At Carnagill School, we believe that the curriculum we offer our children will: 

• Respond to the shifting needs of our changing and diverse community 

• Have high quality and engaging learning opportunities  

• Be practical, flexible and provide real life experiences 

• Develop the whole child – social, emotional, moral and spiritual development 

• Promote positive well-being and develop resilience and emotional regulation 

• Develop an understanding of their place in their community and in the world 

• Be knowledge and skills based which will prepare the children for life 

• Create a lifelong love of learning 

Our curriculum:  

                

Basic Skills and Attitudes across the Curriculum 

Intent, Implementation and Impact 

Basic Skills Attitudes 

Talk 

Vocabulary 

Handwriting 

Spelling and grammar 

Arithmetic (as appropriate) 

 

Independence 

Curiosity 

Pride 

Aspiration 

Commitment 

Kindness 
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Through our teaching and learning in geography, we aim to deliver a curriculum which is 

accessible to all and that will maximise the outcomes for every child so that they develop lifelong 

skills and knowledge.  

 

We believe that geography teaching is about developing an understanding of our world, through 

experience, investigation and learning from secondary and primary sources. Geography helps 

children to gain a greater understanding of the ways of life and cultures of people in other places. 

This will help to enable children to take responsibility for their role in society and to develop a 

caring attitude towards others, animals and plants in our environment. This cultural capital will give 

them the tools they need to live in our ever-changing world. 

 

 

Intent 
Through the geography curriculum, the aim is for children to develop a range of skills in line with the vision 

and values of the school. These include curiosity, aspiration, commitment, pride and kindness. At 

Carnagill Community Primary School the vision for Geography is one that aims:  

• To stimulate pupils’ interest in the world around them and to foster a sense of wonder at 

the world around them  

• To help pupils develop an informed concern for the quality of the environment   

• To enhance pupil’s sense of responsibility for the care of the earth and its people   

• To improve the use of geographical vocabulary 

• To provide children with locational knowledge and key map skills 

 

Curriculum Design 
Geography will be taught within a block as part of a learning journey to allow for the subject to be 

covered in depth. It will be driven by ‘big questions’, geographical vocabulary and locational knowledge 

which will introduce each lesson. Key vocabulary will be clearly modelled and displayed in each lesson. 

 

Key Question 

Each geography lesson will begin with a ‘key question’ which will be shared with the children 

and referred to throughout the lesson. Throughout the lesson, reference will be made to the ‘key 

question’ and children will gain knowledge and understanding in order to answer this question 

at the end of the lesson. 
 

Knowledge 

An understanding of geography is essential to our understanding of the world and the skills and 

knowledge of Geography have a wide application in everyday life. Geographical fieldwork 

and investigations provide important opportunities for working in teams and developing 

individual responsibility. Due to its focus on places and environments in different parts of the 

world and on issues which arise about how these are changing, Geography provides a unique 

vehicle for environmental education; citizenship and learning about other cultures and provides 

for cross-curricular links to spiritual/moral education.  

 

Teaching 

The teaching of Geography encompasses the acquisition of four key areas of learning:  

• place knowledge   

• locational knowledge   

• human and physical geography   

• geographical skills and field work 

 

Teaching will cover a range of different methods to meet the needs of all children within the 

class.  
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The range of teaching methods to meet the different abilities of pupils will include:  

• Knowledge/instructions given by the teacher   

• Questions and answers   

• Creative activities e.g. model making  

• Opportunities to analyse and compare data  

• Individual and group enquiry   

• Use of books, maps, atlases, ICT, videos and audiotapes   

• Fieldwork 

 

Vocabulary Development 

Key geographical vocabulary will be a key focus in each lesson and geography. Teachers will 

endeavour to introduce and model key vocabulary at the beginning of each lesson and 

expect children to use the same vocabulary in conversations and in written tasks.  

 
Impact 

The impact and measure of this is to ensure that children in our school are equipped with geographical 

skills and knowledge that will enable them to be ready for the curriculum at Key Stage 3 and for life as an 

adult in the wider world. We want the children to have thoroughly enjoyed learning about geography, 

therefore encouraging them to undertake new life experiences now and in the future. 

Children will: 

• Gain, retain and understand new information. 

• Understand and use key geographical vocabulary which will be built upon as they move through 

school.  

• Become independent thinkers who are motivated and inspired to find out more about their place 

in the world as well as places that are local to them and further afield.  

• Be able to reflect upon and talk about what they have learnt and be enthusiastic to share their 

knowledge and discuss what they have achieved.  

• Produce high standards of work that will match the standards reached in other subjects such as 

English and take pride in the work that they produce. 

• Be curious and ask questions  

Produce evidence of work that show a range of topics covered, cross curricular links and differentiated 

work. 

 

 

Expectations 

FS2 

I can talk about my immediate environment and notice changes in plants and 

animals. 

 

Year 1 

To use simple maps of the UK 

To talk about where I live 
To compare where I live with 

somewhere different 

To use key geographical vocabulary, e.g mountains 
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Year 2 

Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

Recognise and name key capital 

cities and countries  

Recognise on a map key physical and 

human features, e.g river, mountain, 

town 

Devise a simple map, including basic symbols, in a key and four-point compass 

directions 

 

LKS2 

Identify countries and cities in the UK using map directions 

Use eight compass points and a four 

figure grid reference  

Understand the key difference 

between human and physical 

geography 

Use the vocabulary: human, physical, compass, key equator, north, south, east, 

west, hemisphere, continent, country, city, county, town and village 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UKS2 

Understand the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and how these effects life in 

those places. 

Place the largest UK cities on a map Use a range of resources and grid 

references to represent human 

physical features effectively, 

 

Use additional vocabulary: urban, rural, coordinates, longitude and latitude 

 


