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Introduction and Wider Curriculum Intent 

At Carnagill School, we believe that the curriculum we offer our children will: 

• have high quality and engaging learning opportunities  

• be practical and provide real life experiences 

• develop the whole child – social, emotional, moral and spiritual development 

• develop an understanding of their place in their community and in the world 

• be knowledge and skills based which will prepare the children for life 

• create a lifelong love of learning 
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Intent, Implementation and Impact 

Through our Music curriculum we aim to deliver a curriculum which is accessible to all and that will 

maximise the outcomes for every child so that they develop lifelong skills and knowledge. 

We believe that music encourages our pupils to express themselves and become better listeners. 

Music also develops the skills needed for teamwork and helps grow a lifelong love of independent 

learning, covering the basic skills and attitudes across the curriculum.  

Basic Skills and Attitudes across the Curriculum 

The quality of education is underpinned by: 

 

Basic Skills Attitudes 

Talk 

Vocabulary 

Handwriting 

Spelling and grammar 

Arithmetic (as appropriate) 

 

Independence 

Curiosity 

Pride 

Aspiration 

Commitment 

Kindness 

 

Intent 

Through our music curriculum we aim to deliver a curriculum which is accessible to all and that 

will maximise the outcomes for every child, so that they develop lifelong skills and knowledge.  

 

We believe that music encourages our pupils to be better listeners, have pride in their work, 

have a sense of self and develop essential team working skills. Music also encourages our pupils 

to express themselves and celebrate as individuals.  

 

Having access to high quality musical experiences can support mental health and develop self-

esteem. Children will learn how music can represent feelings and emotions. At Carnagill, our 

aim is to provide a music curriculum which will enable each child to reach their full potential as 

musicians, encourage children to enjoy singing, composing and performing and provide 

children with the opportunity to perform in front of an audience both within and outside of 

school. Through singing songs regularly, children will learn about the structure and organisation 

of music. 

 

We will make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate in 

a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build confidence in all children. Our 

music curriculum will support the cultural development of pupils by teaching them to listen to 

and appreciate different forms of music.  

 
We aim to provide ‘A high-quality music education that engages and inspires pupils to develop 

a love of music and their talent as musicians. To increase their self-confidence, creativity and 

sense of achievement.’ DfE, National Curriculum 2014 

 

Our music curriculum will ensure our pupils know more, remember more and can do more.  

 

 



Carnagill Community Primary School                                                       
‘Inspiring Bright Futures Together’ 

Implementation 

Curriculum design:  
The music curriculum is taught through exciting and engaging learning opportunities. We have 

a clear and comprehensive scheme of work in line with the National Curriculum through Music 

Express. Children are given the opportunity to perform for a variety of audiences for a ranges of 

reasons, both in and out of school, involving the wider school community and our wider 

Garrison family.  

 

Big Question: 

Big questions should be used in line with skills progression, session learning objectives and current 

topics to reflect children’s current learning interests and support independent thinking. Learning 

in music can be used to support the answer of a ‘big question’ from other areas of the 

curriculum- working in a cross-curricular way to maximise learning and engagement from 

children. Where possible children should lead learning; and have opportunities to showcase 

what they have learnt.  

 

Knowledge: 
Teaching and learning shows progression across all key stages within the strands of music, 

building on basic skills and knowledge from previous years. This ensures that skills and knowledge 

are built on year by year and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all children.  

 

Children are assessed against these key skills from the National Curriculum. It is essential that 

children see their own skills growing, in order for them to see where they are achieving, 

recognising progress and where they need to improve, we aim to enable all children to flourish 

to become the very best musicians they can possibly be. 

 

Teaching: 
Children have the opportunity to be taught by real musicians, for guitar and ukulele tuition, 

small group and whole class. Children from FS1 to Y6 will have a half term taught by a specialist 

music teacher from North Yorkshire Music Service.  

Peripatetic teachers come into school and teach individual instruments to those children 

who wish to learn them. A love of playing an instrument is promoted, this encourages and 

supports their ability of self-expression. 

 

Thinking stems are used to deepen children’s understanding and encourage independent 

thought. Basic skills are revisited and unpin all teaching to ensure skills are embedded and can 

be applied independently.  

 

Learning opportunities will be a mixture of direct teacher instruction; modelling of skills and 

techniques; demonstration; modelling use of appropriate vocabulary in context. Enquiry-based 

learning; questioning; mix of individual, paired, group and whole class instruction.  

 

Vocabulary Development: 

Talking like a musician- Children will be introduced to the key vocabulary that a musician would 

use. Teaching will define the key vocabulary that a musician would use. Teachers will have high 

expectations of pupils ‘talking’ like a musician. 
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Impact 

• Children will know more, remember more and understand more.  

• Opportunities for improved well-being and confidence will be increased. 

• Children will have a good awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and 

genres.  

• Children will have an excellent understanding of how musical provenance - the 

historical, social and cultural origins of music - contributes to the diversity of musical styles.  

• Children will have the ability to give precise written and verbal explanations, using 

musical terminology effectively, accurately and appropriately.  

• Children will have a passion for and commitment to a diverse range of musical activities.  

• Children will have the opportunity to foster their instrumental flare and use this as a form 

of expression. 

• Children will have a rapidly widened repertoire which they will be able to use to create 

original, imaginative, fluent and distinctive composing and performance works.  

• EEF research suggests that arts participation has a wider benefit on attainment, in some 

cases foe disadvantaged pupils, this includes more positive attitudes to learning and 

increased well-being, this is our hope for all children at Carnagill.  

• Structured reflection and brainstorm (whole class) used at end of sessions and end of 

topics to highlight and celebrate learning.  

 

 

Expectations 

EYFS 

I can sing songs, make music, dance and experiment with ways of 

changing them.  

Year 1 

I know how to use my voice in different ways. 

I am starting to use simple 

percussion instruments. 

I know that there are different 

types of music, I like to listen to it. 

I can use simple musical vocabulary, rhythm, beat and pulse when 

talking about music and sound. 

Year 2 

I can listen to and respond to a variety of music.  

I can perform simple patterns to a 

steady beat to an audience. I can 

sing/perform in a group. 

I know how and when to use 

rhythm, pitch and dynamics when 

performing. 

I can use appropriate musical vocabulary, rhythm, beat, pulse, pitch 

and dynamics to describe music and sound. 
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LKS2 

I can sing in a group and in a round. 

I can respond to some simple 

graphic notation.  

I can listen carefully to a variety of 

music. I can discuss mood and 

how musical elements are 

combined. 

I can use the vocabulary, structure, texture and notation (quaver, 

crotchet, minim and semibreve) 

UKS2 

I understand and use the staff and other musical notations.  

I can compose, practice, play and 

perform a piece of music. 

I can identify different periods and 

styles of music. I can listen to and 

discuss my views on my own and 

others music. 

I can confidently use the inter-related dimensions of music to discuss 

and talk musically. 

Rhythm, beat, pulse, pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure, 

notation (staff) 
 

 

 

 

 

 


