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Geography Policy Document 
 

Introduction and Wider Curriculum Intent 

At Carnagill School, we believe that the curriculum we offer our children will: 

• have high quality and engaging learning opportunities  

• be practical and provide real life experiences 

• develop the whole child – social, emotional, moral and spiritual development 

• develop an understanding of their place in their community and in the world 

• be knowledge and skills based which will prepare the children for life 

• create a lifelong love of learning 
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Intent, Implementation and Impact 

Through our teaching and learning in geography, we aim to deliver a curriculum which is 

accessible to all and that will maximise the outcomes for every child so that they develop lifelong 

skills and knowledge.  

We believe that geography teaching is about developing an understanding of our world, through 

experience, investigation and learning from secondary and primary sources. Geography helps 

children to gain a greater understanding of the ways of life and cultures of people in other places. 

This will help to enable children to take responsibility for their role in society and to develop a 

caring attitude towards others, animals and plants in our environment. This cultural capital will give 

them the tools they need to live in our ever-changing world. 

 

Basic Skills and Attitudes across the Curriculum 

The quality of education is underpinned by: 

Basic Skills Attitudes 

Talk 

Vocabulary 

Handwriting 

Spelling and grammar 

Arithmetic (as appropriate) 

 

Independence 

Curiosity 

Pride 

Aspiration 

Commitment 

Kindness 

 

Intent 

At Carnagill Community Primary School the vision for Geography is one that aims:  

• To stimulate pupils’ interest in the world around them and to foster a sense of wonder at 

the world around them  

• To help pupils develop an informed concern for the quality of the environment   

• To enhance pupil’s sense of responsibility for the care of the earth and its people   

• To develop a range of skills to interpret geographical information and to carry out 

geographical enquiry 

Implementation: 

Curriculum design: 

• To study the location of places  

• To look at physical systems   

• To explore human and physical processes and patterns   

• To develop a sense of place   

• To explore the relationships between people and their environment   

• To look at changes to places, spaces and the environment and the consequence of 

these changes   

• To appreciate cultural and economic diversity   

• To investigate issues and concerns   

• To develop enquiry skills  

 

Knowledge and Assessment: 

Embedding key skills, geographical knowledge and subject-based vocabulary are at the heart 

of the curriculum. Children are assessed on their knowledge at the end of each unit. These feed 

into half termly teacher assessments against the National Curriculum objectives. These 
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assessments allow both teachers and pupils to reflect on their learning and celebrate their 

progress. They also highlight basic skills, misconceptions and areas of focus for future teaching.  

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, 

skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. Teachers will use their 

professional judgement to determine the most effective methods of gathering evidence of 

pupils’ progress, which will form the basis of an annual written report to parents. Additionally, 

children’s progress in Geography will be assessed using Insight. Gathering evidence of pupils’ 

attainment allows teachers to identify what has been learnt and identify ways of overcoming 

difficulties to establish a basis for further planning. Formative assessment can be made from a 

range of sources:   

• Written work   

• Spoken activities   

• Maps, plans and sketches   

• Group activities   

• Fieldwork   

• Audio and video recording   

• ICT materials e.g. emails, desk top publishing   

• Models   

• Photographs  

• Comments from other people e.g. helpers on fieldwork 

 

Teaching: 

Teaching and learning:  

The teaching of Geography encompasses the acquisition of four key areas of learning:  

• place knowledge   

• locational knowledge   

• human and physical geography   

• geographical skills and field work  

An understanding of geography is essential to our understanding of the world and the skills and 

knowledge of Geography have a wide application in everyday life. Geographical fieldwork 

and investigations provide important opportunities for working in teams and developing 

individual responsibility. Due to its focus on places and environments in different parts of the 

world and on issues which arise about how these are changing, Geography provides a unique 

vehicle for environmental education; citizenship and learning about other cultures and provides 

for cross-curricular links to spiritual/moral education.  

Teaching will cover a range of different methods to meet the needs of all children within the 

class.  

The range of teaching methods to meet the different abilities of pupils will include:  

• Knowledge/instructions given by the teacher   

• Questions and answers   

• Creative activities e.g. model making   

• Individual and group enquiry   

• Use of books, maps, atlases, ICT, videos and audiotapes   

• Fieldwork 

Vocabulary: 

A clear development of vocabulary is outlined in the curriculum overview for both Key Stage 1 

and 2. Vocabulary for the current unit of teaching is discussed and clearly displayed in each 

classroom on the working wall. Use of this language is modelled by teachers and children use 

geographical vocabulary in their daily learning.  
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Impact 

Early Years  

In the Early Years Geography is taught through the ‘Understanding the World’ Early Learning 

Goal: ‘Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how 

environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and 

explain why some things occur, and talk about changes.’ Children will have the opportunity to 

develop these skills through topics such as ‘mini-beasts’, ‘frozen’ and ‘seasons’ as well as 

following the interests of the children themselves. These skills will be developed within play and 

also during adult-led activities.  

  

KS1 and KS2:  

KS1 and KS2 geography will be taught creatively through ‘themes’. The themes run on a two 

year cycle (A and B). This year (19-20) is year A.   

  

KS1:  

In KS1 pupils will develop their knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their 

locality. They will learn about basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical 

geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance 

their locational awareness. In Year A children will cover: locational and place knowledge/field 

work -where is Catterick? locational and place knowledge: world map and places explored - 

The Americas, geographical skills and fieldwork: continents and oceans: Australia and 

locational and place knowledge: contrasting country and culture – Africa.  In Year B children 

will cover: locational and place knowledge – Seaton Carew Seaside, locational and place 

knowledge - locating capital cities and Seaton Carew on a Map of UK, locational and place 

knowledge – Hartlepool, human and physical Geography – study of an Island, locational and 

place knowledge – comparison study (Maps, we live, London) and geographical skills/fieldwork 

– Map Skills.   

  

KS2: 

Pupils in KS2 will extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include 

the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and 

characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They will 

develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their 

locational and place knowledge. In Year A children will cover: map skills/place knowledge: 

UK/Europe –France, land use patterns – maps, map skills and Britain – types of settlement, map 

skills/climate/continents –Asia, comparison study, layers of the rainforest, the impact of WW1 on 

the environment, Bede’s world, mountain formation, climate zones, trade routes. In Year B 

children will cover: map skills/place knowledge, volcanoes, world maps, improving 

environments and investigating local area, settlements in Whitby and Scarborough, the impact 

of WW1 on the environment, mountain formation, place knowledge Rome/Britain, climate 

zones, biomes and vegetation belts and geographical skills/fieldwork.  
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FS2 

I can talk about my immediate environment and notice changes in plants and 

animals. 

 

Year 1 

To use simple maps of the UK 

To talk about where I live 
To compare where I live with 

somewhere different 

To use key geographical vocabulary, e.g mountains 

 

Year 2 

Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

Recognise and name key capital 

cities and countries  

Recognise on a map key physical and 

human features, e.g river, mountain, 

town 

Devise a simple map, including basic symbols, in a key and four-point compass 

directions 

 

LKS2 

Identify countries and cities in the UK using map directions 

Use eight compass points and a four 

figure grid reference  

Understand the key difference 

between human and physical 

geography 

Use the vocabulary: human, physical, compass, key equator, north, south, east, 

west, hemisphere, continent, country, city, county, town and village 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Carnagill Community Primary School                                                       
‘Inspiring Bright Futures Together’ 

 

UKS2 

Understand the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and how these effects life in 

those places. 

Place the largest UK cities on a map Use a range of resources and grid 

references to represent human 

physical features effectively, 

 

Use additional vocabulary: urban, rural, coordinates, longitude and latitude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


