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“We never judge a book by its cover”



Headteacher’s Welcome

Carnagill is a community primary school situated in the heart of Catterick Garrison, 
serving both military and non-military families. 

Our mission statement is
“We never judge a book by its cover”

This underpins all that we do and ensures that the children are always at the centre 
of our school. 

We believe a school should be a special place that allows all children to be happy, 
confident and motivated to enjoy their learning. 

We are very proud of our reputation as a caring and supportive school, with a 
strong commitment to supporting children emotionally, socially and educationally. 
This is clearly demonstrated by how well children settle on arrival and feedback 
from outgoing families.

Louise Newport
Headteacher 
“I am so pleased that my child has been pushed to reach his potential. A fantastic 
school, caring staff, lovely children.” Parent of a Year 2 child.





Joining our School 
Most children join us in our Reception Class in the academic year in which they turn five. Our 
usual intake is 30 children, but we can extend this to 40 if there is demand
We want all children joining us to feel happy and confident about taking their next step. Nurseries 
in the local area say that we offer the best transition – weekly morning visits before the Summer 
break and a full day where the children even get to experience lunch! 

By placing greater emphasis on the child’s wellbeing, we enable the new starters to settle quickly 
and be very familiar with their surroundings and the staff well before their first day in September. 

Parents are supported through the process too – through a useful new starter’s meeting. This 
provides information about the school and class, and give opportunities to ask questions. Parents 
also receive a starting school booklet which gives helpful tips and reminders ahead of your little 
one’s big day. Parental feedback from these mornings is always positive.

Mid-year moves are part of military life, so we are well-prepared for your child arriving as an in-
year admission. Our arrival procedure ensures your child has two buddies – one from their class 
and another older pupil – to support them through their first few days of finding their feet. 

As we are a community school, North Yorkshire County Council is responsible for admissions. 
Make an appointment with the school office for visit and apply for your place online at:
www.northyorks.gov.uk/primaryadmissions.

Joining our Nursery 
We accept children into our Nursery provision from the day after their third birthday. 
You and your child can visit before this to ensure a settled entry to the setting. 
Meet the staff, explore the environment with your child and see the provision 
they will receive. 

Application forms are available from the School Office.



Our Curriculum
At Carnagill, we ensure that all children are entitled to the highest quality and 
teaching learning experiences so that they can achieve their fullest potential.

We aim to:
• Encourage children to become independent and creative learners so that they become 
confident to share their ideas, thoughts and questions;
• Develop a child’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development so that they can fully 
understand their role within a modern Britain;
• Make learning fun, meaningful and challenging for all children, including those with special 
educational needs;
• Develop a range of teaching methods giving children opportunities to work independently, as a 
class and part of a group; 
• Have high expectations of all children by matching work appropriately;
• Have a broad and balanced curriculum with opportunities to develop knowledge and skills 
across a range of subjects and make appropriate links;
• Support children to take responsibility in their learning, take on-board feedback from the 
teacher and work on their next steps and targets.



We focus on the Characteristics of Effective Learning in all that we do in Early Years. These are a 
fundamental to your child’s learning and development.

Characteristics of Effective Learning

The ethos underpinning our Foundation Stage is Planning in the Moment – the idea of 
capturing the interest of every individual child in a particular moment and harnessing their natural 
desire to learn, explore and question. 
Our setting offers an environment that enables child-initiated play in order to capture the moment 
of engagement, develop the child’s ideas and provide challenge which is tailored to each child’s 
individual level and need. Careful observation by practitioners ensure that these ‘teachable 
moments’ - opportunities when a child shows interest in an activity which can be built upon - are 
seized. 

We use Tapestry – a learning journey app – to allow you as a parent to track your child’s 
progress through their valuable time in Reception. Observations are uploaded regularly; enabling 
you to be actively involved in their learning experiences and next steps – a feature we know our 
serving personnel appreciate. We welcome involvement from parents with parents invited to 
regular ‘stay and play’ sessions and wider school activities. 

Foundation Stage
Children in their first year of primary school follow the Development Matters in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. The curriculum is divided into seven areas of learning, although 
we recognise that, in practice, many of these areas overlap. 
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Mathematics
At Carnagill, we have embraced the White Rose approach. Our aim is to develop a culture of 
deep understanding, confidence and competence in maths – a culture that produces strong, 
secure learning and real progress. Our meta-cognitive approach supports children to explain 
their thinking, challenge misconceptions, and justify their answers. We believe that by building 
confidence, resilience and a passion for maths, pupils will view maths is an exciting adventure 
that everyone can enjoy, value and master! 

English
In English, we follow the Literary Curriculum. We believe children’s exposure to high quality 
literature within the primary school setting is vital as a rich context for learning; not only within 
English, but to support learning both across the curriculum and in the wider context of the world. 
We make our writing opportunities meaningful; whether short or long and that the audience and 
purpose is clear. Books offer this opportunity: our final aim would be that children have real 
reasons to write, whether to explain, persuade, inform or instruct and that where possible, this 
can be embedded within a text or linked to a curriculum area.

Science
Our science curriculum aims to harness the natural curiosity of young children. By emphasising 
the skills needed to ‘work scientifically,’ our pupils learn through exploration, testing their theories 
and building on what has gone before. Child scientific interests are nurtured through providing 
practical, fun, hands-on experiences that include everyone in a safe and supportive environment.   

Key Stage One and Two
Once in Year 1, children follow the National Curriculum 2014, from which some subjects 
are taught discretely, whilst others are planned and delivered in a cross-curricular thematic 
approach. Our curriculum threads SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural) development 
across the whole curriculum and underpins our Christian ethos. This ensures all children are 
fully equipped for their future life in modern Britain.



Foundation Subjects
In the wider curriculum, we continue to hold books at the centre of what we do. Thematic links 
are made from our novels into different subject area, particularly History, Geography, Art and DT. 
We feel this thematic approach builds children’s wider knowledge and therefore develops their 
understanding of the context of the novel. Where links cannot easily be made, lessons will be 
discreetly taught, building skills that can then be applied to different contexts.

We remain ever mindful that we are preparing children for life in the wider world and want to send 
them out from our care confident, resilient citizens. Through Computing and PSHE, we tackle 
issues such as internet safety, relationships and discrimination, and teach strategies to deal with 
issues as they arise. 

As a community school, we follow the North Yorkshire agreed syllabus for RE. The syllabus 
ensures that our pupils develop the understanding and empathy needed to live in a multi-cultural      

society and how different aspects of religion impact on their own lives.
 



Special Educational Needs
Our school actively supports and promotes equal opportunities for all children, regardless of 
disability, race, gender or background. We aim to meet the needs of all our children in school 
and for every child to achieve their full potential.

Parents will be informed and consulted whenever there are concerns about children’s academic 
or personal progress. In the same way, if parents have any concerns about the development of 
their child in school, please let us know. Within the school, we continually monitor all children 
(particularly on admittance) to ensure children receive the best possible start to their education.

Children who have been assessed as having particular academic needs will generally have their 
needs met in school through personalised classroom provision and may benefit from individual 
programmes of work. The School Special Needs Policy is available in school.

From KS2, all pupils begin to learn French, in line with the secondary schools in the area. By 
widening our outlook to across the channel, we broaden our children’s perspectives and allow 
them to experience different cultures.

Sport and Physical Education is a core feature of the Carnagill experience. As well as twice-
weekly PE lessons, children can take part in a variety of physical activities from the daily morning 
Wake and Shake, after-school clubs, Bikeability and many represent the school in a variety of 
sports. Swimming is taught to all children from Y1 upwards – a life-long skill we feel all children 
should develop. 



Parents and School
We recognise the importance of working with parents to ensure that children are best supported 
in school and at home. Children all develop and learn at different rates but there is research 
evidence which stresses that children are more likely to do well if their parents support them. 
Parents are always welcome to come into school to discuss their child’s progress at any mutually 
convenient time. We hold parents evening in the Autumn and Spring Term, and in the Summer 
Term, a report will be sent home detailing their progress across the year.

If you have any worries, problems or concerns relating to your child, please arrange to see their 
teacher/Head Teacher as soon as possible. We would be pleased to listen and help resolve any 
child-related anxiety. We are aware that children at our school have differing family units and we 
would welcome parents to share any anxieties or difficulties with us to enable us to support all our 
children.

The school and governing body of Carnagill School sign up to a parent charter which is available 
on our school website. We ask that all adults who enter our school site at any time set examples 
of behaviour and conduct which influence children and young people and we believe that they 
should therefore demonstrate high standards of conduct in order to encourage our pupils to do 
the same. Parents and carers must show respect to all other parents and carers, children and 
staff. Adults who do not behave in an acceptable manner may be asked to leave the site and the 
Headteacher has the right to further restrict their access. The process for restriction of access 
in relation to parents and carers who have reason to come on to the school site is set out in our 
Access Restriction Procedure.

Complaints
If you have any problems or worries which concern your child and the school please let us know 
straight away and we will do our best to resolve them. Routine concerns should be expressed to 
the class teacher. Should you, at any time, have cause to complain about the general conduct of 
the school please contact the Head Teacher.
A copy of the school’s Complaints Procedure may be requested from the school office or on the 
school website.

www.carnagill.n-yorks.sch.uk





We look forward to 
meeting you!

“We never judge a book by its cover”

www.carnagill.n-yorks.sch.uk

admin@carnagill.n-yorks.sch.uk

/carnagillcommunityprimaryschool

Website

Email

Facebook


